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ANNUAL REPORT. 


In presenting this, our First Annuat Report, we 
feel sensible of our insufficiency and inability to do 
that justice to the subject before us which its impor- 
tance demands ; but not being able to do as well as we 
could wish, is no reasonable excuse for not doing the 
best we can; therefore, without any more remarks by 
way of apology, we submit to every friend of God and 
the poor slave, this humble report. 

We believe the cause of abolition to be the cause of 
humanity and religion. Among its advocates we find 
some of the best men that have lived, or are still living. 
The cause of anti-slavery is not confined to any sect 
or party, but pervades every class of society. On its 
broad platform of equal rights we meet the high and 
low, the rich and poor, the learned and ignorant, the 
colored and white, and, in a word, all the human 
family. This is the tendency of genuine abolitionism, 
to bring all upon a level, and to regard all mankind as 
God does, without respect of persons. Hence the 
principles of abolition, if carried out into practice, will 
no doubt purify and save our beloved country from the 
ruin that threatens it should the system of slavery be 
perpetuated. 
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The sins of our guilty nation call loudly, at the 
present time, for the judgments of Heaven. Says the 
Rev. Mr. Kirk, of Albany, in a speech at the Anniver- 
sary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, May, 
1835, “ Conceal it as we will, there are scattered under 
the fair soil of this land the materials of a volcano— 
Popery, Infidelity, Slavery are there, and it only needs 
the touch of the Almighty on this inflammable mass 
to make it another Dead Sea.” In view of this state- 
ment of facts, we may well tremble. 

For a moment let us raise the curtain that many 
would have kept down to prevent our seeing and 
knowing what slavery is, and we shall then see the 
most horrid portrait of human depravity ever exhibited. 
Behold two and a half millions of immortal beings, 
deprived of their every right, and doomed to drag out 
a miserable existence in ignorance, wretchedness and 
woe! ‘They are made to violate the laws and com- 
mands of Jehovah in almost every act of their lives. 
God commands parents to bring up their children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord; but slavery 
makes void the authority of the parents to do this. 
God commands children to obey their parents; but 
slavery says, obey your masters. God says, “ Search 
the Scriptures;” but slavery forbids it. God says, 
“ Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together, 
as the manner of some is;” ‘“ confess your faults one 
to another,” &c. This the poor slaves are not permit-_ 
ted to do, without the consent of their masters. God 
commands, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
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holy ;” but slavery makes it, more than any other, a 
day of sensuality and sin. Slavery makes null and 
void the marriage covenant, and sanctions licentious- 
ness in its worst forms. It makes the temple of the 
Holy Ghost an article of merchandize. It separates, 
at the will of the master, the husband and wife, the 
parents and children, to meet no more on earth. It 
crushes the intellectual powers, and keeps bound, in 
heathenish ignorance, the immortal mind, and counts 
as dollars and cents the purchase of a Saviour’s blood. 
In a word, slavery sanctions murder of the worst kind, 
even the murder of the soul that is destined, by its 
Creator, to live forever. 

In the view which we have taken above of slavery, 
we have said nothing of the cruel tortures of the lash, 
of hunger, cold and nakedness, to which the poor slave 
is continually subjected. 

We are now naturally led to inquire, by whom is 
this system sanctioned and upheld? We answer, itis 
by our nominally Christian nation. Have we no rea- 
son, then, to tremble for our country, when we remem- 
ber God is just? Is there not a cause for alarm ? What 
saith the Scriptures? “Shall I not visit for these 
things? saith the Lord; shall not my soul be avenged 
on such a nation as this?” But without quoting any 
more passages, we would say that the whole Bible is 
against oppression and cruelty, and therefore against — 
slavery, for it is nothing else but a system of oppres- 
sion and cruelty. 


_ Having taken a glance at the horrid picture and 
1* | 
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effect of slavery, we will now look to the remedy, Viz. 
Azouition. This is the day-star that has dawned on 
our moral horizon, and will ere long shine forth, like 
the orb of day, in all its meridian splendor. That this 
will be the case, let us take for our encouragement a 
retrospective view of the rapid progress of our holy 
cause during the last three or four years. “The leaven 
of our abolition sentiments has already accomplished a 
powerful work at the North, and we have no reason to 
doubt that the whole will soon become thoroughly - 
abolitionized. ‘There are at present about twelve hun- 
dred Anti-Slavery Societies in the non-slaveholding 
States, and additions are daily made to the list. There 
are also about twenty periodicals and newspapers de- 
voted mainly to the promulgation of anti-slavery sen- 
timents, besides many more devoted in part to the 
cause. Add to these the hundreds of anti-slavery 
books and pamphlets issued from the press and now in 
circulation ; the consequence of which is, the whole 
nation has been aroused from its death-like slumbers 
over the pit of slavery, and made to feel that there is 
cause for alarm... Many; especially at the North, are 
repenting before God, and renouncing all connection 
with the horrid system that reduces to merchandize 
two and a half millions of immortal beings for whom 
Christ died. Not only individuals have repented, but. 
many churches have come out and taken high ground 
in the great work of reform. They refuse fellowship 
with slave-holding ministers and christians. This is 
as it should be; this is obeying the command of Jeho- 
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vah, when he says, “‘ Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues. For behold the Lord cometh out of 
his place to -punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity ; the earth, also, shall disclose her blood, 
and shall no more cover her slain.” 

If the church does not come out unitedly and pub- 
licly in her testimony against sin, she, too, must suffer 
with the corrupted mass. The christian church, with 
all her defects, is, no doubt, the salt of the earth, and 
through it we trust God designs to enlighten and con- 
vert the world. Our hope, therefore, in the overthrow 
of slavery, is not in philosophers or politicians, but in 
the use of those spiritual weapons which are mighty, 
through God, to the pulling down of strong holds. 

The breath of believing prayer is one of the mighti- 
est weapons we can wield, through the power of which 
we may move the hand that moves the world. Says 
the Rev. Mr. Kirk, “ The slaveholder may be reached 
through the breath of prayer. ‘These two things we 
present as our grand points, ‘speaking the truth in 
_ love and dependence on the Holy Spirit.’ We do not 
mean to excite insurrection, or to goad the South. We 
believe there is in the slave-holder a conscience—there 
is sensibility—motives can reach him—he can be ~ 
roused to look at his situation and his duty—he can 
be made to look upon the slave as his brother. How? 
By speaking the truth in love, and with dependence 
on and prayer for the Holy Ghost. I have risen up 
to try to excite Christians to prayer on the subject. 
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Do not trust in your anniversaries, in the press, in 
politicians, but put your trust in Israel’s God. I would 
not have you suspend your efforts, but don’t put your 
trust in an arm of flesh. If ever principles are trium- 
phant, this country has got to bend her will to the will 
of God, and to bow her heart before the throne of God 
in humble prayer.” The above remarks of Mr. Kirk, 
we believe, are the true sentiments of every Christian 
abolitionist. Surely if ever any cause needed the aid 
of divine wisdom and power, that is the anti-slavery 
cause; and if there ever was a cause on which the 
blessings of God have descended like refreshing 
showers, it is the anti-slavery cause; and if ever men, 
in advocating a good cause, have been in peril and 
jeopardy of their lives, it has been in the anti-slavery 
cause ; and if ever God appeared, since the days of 
the Apostles, to save his people as by miracle, it has 
been to save abolitionists. Notice, for instance, those 
friends of God and the poor slave, Thompson, Garri- 
son, Birney, &c. &c. 

We may rest assured our cause is good and our 
course right, when the wicked combine to oppose us, 
and God causes all things to work together for the 
furtherance of the object. In bringing about any kind 
of reform, we may expect opposition. This we may 
learn from the word of God, that ‘“ He who will live 
godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.” We 
may also learn, for our encouragement, from the Bible, 
that God often takes the foolish to confound the wise, 
and the weak to confound the mighty. One thing we 
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should always remember, when striving to do good, 
that it is “ not by might, or by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord.” When the Saviour was upon the 
earth, he chose the weak, the poor, the ignorant among 
men, to be his most efficient laborers. Notice, for ex- 
ample, the Apostles. ‘They were selected from among 
fishermen, tent-makers, &c. 

It is also worthy of notice that our blessed Saviour 
did not scorn the services of woman, but, on the con- 
trary, commended. many for their devotedness. We 
would particularly allude to a few instances, viz. The 
poor widow casting her two mites into the treasury of 
the Lord. Our Saviour observed it, and also the rich 
who were casting in of their abundance, and he saith 
of her, “‘ She hath cast in more than they all, even all 
her living.” Consider, also, the woman with her ala- 
baster box of ointment. Our Saviour said to her 
opposers, “ Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath 
wrought a good work upon me. Verily I say unto 
you, wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this that this woman hath 
done be told for a memorial of her.” Again, another 
instance—the woman of Samaria. Did her Saviour 
hesitate to make her a messenger of salvation to her 
countrymen? Let the word of God answer—* And 
many of the Samaritans believed on him for the say- 
ing of the woman which testified, ‘He told me all 
things that ever I did.” We might mention many 
more passages to show that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
not ashamed to own and bless the humble efforts of 
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woman. Another thing is worthy of notice, that the 
Bible no where makes a distinction between the re- 
sponsibility and accountability of men and women. 
But there are those among us who would fain point 
out to us what they are pleased to term our “ appro- 
priate sphere” of action, and would, were it in their 
power, silence and hinder us in the conscientious dis- 
charge of our duty. Especially is it so in the cause 
of abolition; they would have females stay at home 
and keep still. But let us remember, our opposers 
cannot, if they would, answer for us in the great day 
of retribution. 

In proof of opposition from some of whom we might 
expect better things, we would refer to the Anti-Slavery 
Convention of American Women held at New York 
last May. To many, the meeting was a matter of 
complaint, of ridicule and contempt. And we are will- 
ing to admit the meeting was of a singular and unpop- 
ular character, but not more so than the cause which 
demanded it. The crisis had come when it would be 
sin for woman to remain silent ; therefore it was neces- 
sary to have such a Convention, that woman might 
consult with woman, and that women, as well as men, 
might bear their united, public testimony against the 
brutalizing system of slavery. That we might do this, 
the Convention was appointed and attended, and we 
believe it has and will be the means of doing much 
good. ‘There were many judicious, pious men who 
approved of the meeting, and gave us their sanction 
and aid. The poor slaves, also, could they have known 


11 
of the suffering, self-denial and zeal manifested for 
their welfare on that occasion, would no doubt have 
leaped for joy in their chains. 

From the history of the past, we have reason to be- 
lieve much may and can be done by females to purify 
and elevate the public morals of our nation; and we 
may with propriety say, that on them the future salva- 
tion or destruction, to a great extent, mainly depends. 
Says the Rev. Mr. Ludlowe, “ Only let me have abo- 
lition in the nursery, and the next generation will be 
freemen.” Our abolition brethren are not backward 
or ashamed to acknowledge us as efficient coadjutors, 
and they are looking to us to aid them in their great 
work. Shall we disappoint them and degrade our- 
selves? God and humanity forbid it. Let us, then, 
picture to ourselves what would be the result, if every 
female anti-slavery and other benevolent societies were 
disbanded, and females should cease at once their 
prayers and efforts to enlighten and convert the world. 
What would be the consequence? Sin and infidelity 
would no doubt triumph, in spite of all our brethren 
could do. And so it would be, on the other hand, if 
our brethren ceased their efforts. To carry forward 
the works of benevolence, it is of essential importance 
that we are all united, and that we all act in concert. 

Some time during the last summer, the Hon. J. Q. 
Adams remarked, in conversation with the Misses 
Grimké, that “ Female influence and efforts would 
probably do as much to change public opinion, as the 
other sex.” We would therefore say, in view of the 
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oreat work of emancipation, that it is important we all 
know what we can do and what our duty is. We 
should also remember, that we are individually respon- 
sible and accountable to God for the use we make of 
those faculties and powers which He has given us. 
Duty is ours, and events are God’s. 

It is lamentable that we are so backward and indif- 
ferent in pleading the cause of our sisters in bonds. 
Surely if we knew anything of the cruel tortures of. 
the lash, and the brutal outrage, and various other suf- 
ferings, to which they are subjected, we should in 
good earnest plead their cause against an ungodly na- 
tion. May none of us henceforth be regardless of the 
solemn injunction of our Saviour, “ Whatsoever ye 
would that others should do unto you, do ye even so 
to them.” We especially rejoice that those in bonds 
have two such sisters to plead their cause, as S. M. 
and A. E. Grimké. O° may the blessings of them 
who are ready to perish come upon them, and may 
they be permitted to outlive the storm that has risen 
against them and their cause. But if they are called 
to meet a martyr’s death, and seal their testimony with 
their blood, may they receive a martyr’s crown, and 
hear from their final Judge, “ Well done, good foe 3 
faithful servants.’ 

We believe the great crisis which is to try the faith 
and strength of abolitionists, has not yet arrived ; but, 
from all appearance, the day of tremendous conflict is 
at hand, when abolitionists will come into immediate 
contact with the demon of slavery. Already many of 
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"our cities and towns have been disgraced by mobocratic 
violence, manifested in opposition to liberty, humanity, 
and religion ; and many have suffered in their property 
and persons, while in the conscientious discharge of 
their duty. From these facts we are led to fear that 
many abolitionists will be called to seal their testimony 
with their blood. But, as in ancient days, when the 
blood of sainted martyrs was the seed of the church, 
even so, at the present time, the blood of abolitionists 
may be the life, the salvation of the perishing slaves. 
Who among us are willing to lay down our lives for 
the cause we profess to love? Yea, who of us are 
willing to follow the footsteps-of our Saviour to the 
cross and to the grave, and, like him, give our lives a 
ransom for the salvation of others? This is the test to 
which every abolitionist, especially every Christian 
abolitionist, should come. ‘To this, one, at least, has 
already come. | 

Here we would particularly allude to the recent 
death of the Rev. E. P. Lovejoy. We would attempt 
to describe it, but, alas ! language would fail us to por- 
tray the fiend-like murder of that good man. Our 
emotions at the recollection of the manner in which he 
met his death, almost overpower us, and we would fain 
weep until the fountain of our tears were dried up, 
_and our souls lost in the visions of eternity which are 
now opened on the vision of our martyred brother. 
But this will not do. We must awake to our own 


danger, and gird on the whole armor of righteousness, 
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that we may be able to withstand the mighty current 
rolling down upon our cause. 

In the death of Mr. Lovejoy, the cause of liberty, of 
truth and humanity, has lost one of its brightest lumi- 
naries. Yet from his ashes God will no doubt raise 
up an army that will not cease their prayers and efforts 
until the monster, Slavery, falls like Dagon before the 
ark of God. 

And now, while our hearts beat with emotions too 
big for utterance, at the recollection of the horrid tra- 
gedy, let us remember, at the throne of grace, the de- 
voted wife and companion of our martyred Lovejoy, 
and may she find thé grace of God all-sufficient to 
sustain her, even now, while in the furnace of affliction. 
O may the Lord be the Father of the fatherless and 
the Friend of the widow. May the mother, also, of 
‘the lamented Lovejoy, be enabled to rejoice, in her 
afflictions, that God ever gave her such a son, and that 
it was his lot to die in such a glorious cause. 

While we contemplate, with grief, the existence of 
such depravity as was manifested by the mob at Alton, 
Iilinois, in the destruction of the abolition presses and 
the death of Mr. Lovejoy, yet we rejoice in the assur- 
ance that God is able and will ultimately make the 
wrath of man to praise him. From this time the name 
of Lovejoy will prove such a stimulant to abolitionists 
as they never felt before. The cause of abolition will 
no doubt receive a mighty increase in numbers and 
strength. But there may yet be more martyrs, and it 
becomes abolitionists, in view of the war-like spirit 
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~ which possesses their enemies, to cherish and advocate 
immediately the doctrine and principles of non-resist- 
ance. In the outrages at Alton, we may see that the 
Peace and Abolition questions are closely connected, 
and cannot be safely separated. Our Saviour says, 
“JT say unto you that ye resist not evil; if a man 
smite thee on one cheek, turn to him the other also ; ” 
“for it is written, vengeance is mine—I will repay, 
saith the Lord.” Again, “He that taketh the sword, 
shall die by the sword.” 

As females, we have something to do in this matter. 
We are bound, by the laws of God, to love our ene- 
mies, to pray for them that despitefully use us and 
persecute us. We might quote many passages from 
the word of God, to show that woman has prevented, 
and can prevent, war and bloodshed. We will men- 
tion only one, viz. Abigail. Behold: her, going forth 
with her servants, unarmed with carnal weapons, to 
meet David with his four hundred armed men. What 
was the consequence? Let the Bible answer: “ And 
David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord God of Is- 
rael which hath sent thee this day to meet me, and 
blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou which hast 
kept me from coming to shed blood and from avenging 
myself with mine own hand.” Ist Sam. xxv. 32, 33. 
See how many lives she saved by her Christian wisdom 
and interference. Is not this a noble example for fe- 
males at the present day ? 

If no weapons of a physical nature are allowed or 
resorted to by our brethren, yet there may be a war of 
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words, a war in spirit equally wrong in the sight of 
heaven. Shall woman, then, lend her influence to fan 
the flames thus kindled? Far be it from her. Let 
us be careful, then, and not turn our weapons against 
each other, and thereby forget or neglect the object of 
our organization. It is enough for us that we have 
opposition from our enemies.. Let us always try to 
cultivate a spirit of forbearance towards those who may 
sometimes err from the course we may think the right 
one. In saying this, we do not wish to have the 
standard of abolition lowered, so as to admit the slave- 
holder, or the apologist for slavery, to come into our 
ranks—no, not by any means. We would have the 
standard kept high, where all may see and where all 
who will may rally around it, resolved never to desert 
until slavery shall be abolished. 
For the success which has attended us, as a Society, 
we have reason to thank God and take courage. We 
have now upwards of one hundred and fifty members 
connected with our Society, and the number is gradu- 
ally increasing. We have also an interesting corres- 
pondence with twelve or fourteen sister Societies, which 
has served to encourage and stimulate us to persever- 
ance. As a Society, we have come far behind, in 
actual effort, almost all those with whom we have cor- 
responded ; but our recent organization, and inexpe- 
rience, are some excuse for us. We hope, however, 
the coming year will prove one of increasing interest 
and effort in the bleeding cause of humanity. 
Notwithstanding our short comings the past year, 
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we have done more in the cause of anti-slavery than 
all we have ever done before.. The year before last 
we did not get any signers to a petition. Last year 
we obtained one hundred and fifty to a petition to Con- 
gress for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia; and this year, three hundred and twenty-five, 
being more than double the number of last year. Al- 
though our petitions, thus far, have been rejected, yet if 
we persevere, they will be so numerous Congress will 
not be able to get them under the table or upon it. This 
year we have sent in a remonstrance against the annex- 
ation of Texas, signed by three hundred and twenty-five 
individuals. ‘The above remonstrances and _ petitions 
were sent to the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States. Here we would say, that if our 
petitions and remonstrances are hereafter neglected by 
our Senators and Representatives, we may rest assured 
our heavenly Father will regard us, and cause our 
sincere efforts to redound to his glory and our final 
good. | 

Before we conclude, we would dwell awhile on the 
importance of giving to the anti-slavery cause all the 
pecuniary aid in our power. The National and Mas- 
sachusetts Anti-Slavery Societies are in pressing want 
of funds to carry out their benevolent operations. These 
larger Societies depend on the smaller ones for aid. 
Many of them have contributed nobly to the further- 
ance of the anti-slavery enterprise. Notice, for in- 
stance, the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, giving, 
in one year, to the Massachusetts Society, one thou- 
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sand dollars. Their number, at the time they did 
this, did not exceed three hundred, and many of them 
were poor; so that what they gave, averaged over 
three dollars per member. Their praiseworthy libe- 
rality is a good example for us and all sister Societies. 

But our report has already exceeded the length we 
first intended, and we will draw to a close by again 
hinting at the duty and importance of constant, fervent 
prayer to God for his blessing to attend us and all who 
are engaged in pleading the cause of the poor and 
oppressed. 


“ Prayer gives exercise to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above.” 


May God add his blessing, and bring our holy cause 
to sure and speedy victory. 


\ 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 


There has heen paid into the Treasury, the last year -  $ 60,00 
There has been paid out of it— pola’? 
For postage of letters, pamphlets, &c..—- -  $2,00 
For 200 copies of the Constitution of our Society 3,50 
For books of record for the Recording Secretary and 
Treasurer - - - - - - - 2,50 
For publications issued by the Ladies’ Anti-Slavery 
Convention - - - - - - - 5,00 
For 6 copies of Miss Grimke’s Appeal tg OO 


To the Rev. J. T. Pierce, for addressing our Society 3,00 
To constitute the Rev. D. Sanford a life member of 








the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society 15,00 
To pay my expenses to the Ladies’ Anti-Slavery 
Convention in New York - - - - 18,00 
Total - - - - $ 50,00 
Leaving abalanceof -  - $ 10,00 








I wovutp take this opportunity to thank the ladies of 
this Society for the honor and privilege conferred on 
me, in sending me as delegate to the Convention above 
alluded to. I feel that there are others in the Society 
more worthy the honor, and who would have better 
filled the office ; but I trust the deep interest I felt, and 
endeavored to manifest, was not wholly without influ- 
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ence. I should have felt bound to give the Society a 
particular account of the Convention, had it not been 
published and circulated among the members. — I think 
the Convention was the means of advancing the cause ; 
it apparently awakened « deeper interest in the minds 
of all who attended, besides leading some to investigate 
the subject, who, but for the novelty of the Convention, 
would not have given it a single thought. I was 
strongly impressed with this belief by a circumstance 
which occurred during my absence. After the Con- 
vention, I went out to West Chester, about twelve 
miles from the city, to visit an uncle. There were 
two ladies in the. place, who had been slave-holders. 
They having heard of my being in the neighborhood, 
called to see me, to make inquiries respecting the Con- — 
vention. Almost immediately after our introduction, 
one of them told me she understood the object of my 
visit to the city was to attend the Female Convention. 
The other exclaimed, “ A Female Convention ! what a 
ridiculous thing!” I told them I was aware it was 
considered so by some, but there were others who 
thought differently. ‘“ Well,” said they, “ what did 
you do? what could you do?” Then, without giving 
me an opportunity to reply, they said, ‘‘ you certainly 
do not pretend that slavery is a sin, for we can prove 
by Scripture that it is not.” I told them I thought 
I could easily prove from Scripture, that it was.a 
sin. We then had a long conversation upon the sub- 
ject, after which they took home, at my request, a 
copy of Miss Smith’s Appeal to the Christian Women, 
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of America. Two days afterwards, they called on me 
again, and brought the Appeal with them, saying that 
it had, together with my conversation, convinced them 
that slavery was a sin, and they were astonished that 
they had not thought so before. They were professors 
of religion, and had been instrumental in doing good 
in many ways, but never had given this subject the 
least attention before; and had they not now been 
attracted by the singularity of the Convention, they 
would probably: never have given the subject any 
attention. 

I could relate several other instances similar to this; 
but it is unnecessary, as every lady present probably 
feels as strong a conviction of the utility of the Con- 
vention, as myself, although I think it would be im- 
possible for any person, without being present, fully to 
conceive of the interest manifested there. I feel that 
there never was an assemblage of more female talent 
and piety before. And such a spirit of love as per- 
vaded the whole house! Yes, love to God and love to 
man seemed to be the prevailing feeling, and I think 
no one could have been there without having their de- 
sires for usefulness greatly increased, particularly in 
this cause. I can say, for one, I felt an earnest long- 
ing to do something for my “brethren and sisters in 
bonds.” But, alas! J feel there is but little I can do, 
yet all that is in my power, I hope ever to be ready to 
perform ; and may none of us, however humble our 
sphere, or limited our influence, ever shrink from doing 
what we can, because we cannot do great things. I 
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feel, dear sisters, that every one of us, let us be situated 
as we may, can do something for our brethren and sis- 
ters in bonds, if it is only constantly to affirm that we 
believe slavery a siz. This, although so trifling, has, 
I know, been the means of doing good; and if all at 
the North could be convinced of this, and make it 
known to the South, it would, I think, have a powerful 
effect. 

On the contrary, so many here at the North tell the 
South that “if slavery is an evil, they consider it a 
necessary evil ”’—that is, they tell them they do not 
see how they can get rid of it—that they very much 
strengthen the hands of the slave-holder. Iwas con- 
vinced of this by a conversation I had with a slave- 
holder last summer, during my journey in the State of 
Maine. I travelled with him in the stage from East- 
port to Machias. After ascertaining the fact of his 
being a slave-holder, I had considerable:conversation 
with him on the subject of slavery, in the course of 
which he told me he was happily surprised to find so 
- few abolitionists at the North. “ Why,” said he, “ we 
are told, at the South, that the North are alZ against 
us, when, on the contrary, I have not found more than 
one in five hundred, since I have been here, who are 
abolitionists.” Could you have seen how much confi- 
dence this gave him, you would have been persuaded, 
with me, of the importance of every one’s expressing 
their abhorrence of this sin. He told me, also, that he 
did not consider the slaves human beings. O, what 
horrid depravity of feeling did this evince! Methinks 
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the slave-holder needs almost as much commiseration 
as the slave. Ought we not, my dear sisters, to do 
everything in our power to convince the slave-holder 
of the great sin of holding his fellow creatures in bond- 
age, as well as to persuade him to “ undo their heavy 
burdens, and let the oppressed go free.” 
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